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~ Head Coach: a 


hat a great feeling it was to see Daniel : 
Watkins’ shot hit the back of the net + 


and the crowd at Spirit Point go wild 
against Melbourne Knights last Friday night. 


| know I've said it many times before, but | 
cant get over the level of support we have 
received from our fans. 


The atmosphere generated at North 
Oval is something the players are rez 
starting to feed off. 


it doesn't matter what sport you play, th 


performance of a professional athlel 
lift when they have a parochial crowd spu 
them on. 


| was a guest on Channel 7's Sports 
program last Sunday and | saw higt 
from last Friday night's match and it 


despite the club still ae 


| think a lot of the playe 
were able to control their n 
against the Knights. Perhaps we are starting 
to get used to playing in front of large crowds 
Against Sydney Olympic we probably suffered 
from a bout of stage fright, but now we have 
that experience under our belts and know 


what to expect, it will help us in our quest to 
win the league. 


: Another pleasing aspect for me was the way 
+ Kresimir Marusic took control of the match. 


+ Having been in Europe for so tong, | haven't 
= seena lot of Kresimirin action. But, I've heard 
+ glowing reports about him over the last couple 
: of years and last Friday night showed they 


y = Were more than true. 


+ Coach Graham Arnold has been saying he is 
the playerto pull the strings in the middle and 
after watching him tear Melbourne Knights 
"apart | can see what everyone has been raving 


“ iA 

: Along with Paul Bilokapic and Luke Casserly, 
: Kresh returned to the side after missing the 
‘ Carlton match, and all three repaid the faith Amie 


3 has shown in them by tuming in top efforts, 


d : It must have been hard for Arnie to change the 
; : side after such a spirited win against Carlton 


the week before, but that decision was 
: vindicated by all three players. 


: But, last week's result means little as we take 
: on the Wollongong Wolves in an important 
: match. We have hit back with two wins after 
: our two opening losses, and now is the time to 
: keep up the momentum. 


Winning football matches can become a habit 
: - just like losing does. However, winning is 
: more fun and at North Sydney Oval tonight 
- we want to have some fun in front of our 
: devoted fans. 
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Keeper's swashbuckling 
style catches the eye 


When fledgling goalkeeper Paul Henderson sees his name on 
the first-team sheet each week he gives thanks to the 
footballing gods. 


Henderson's sudden ascension from the obscurity of 
Super League Sutherland is still a source of disbelief to the 
teetotal 22-year-old, 


Clean living off the pitch, the kid with the movie star looks is 
cleaning up on it with a series of displays which have 
vindicated the faith coach Graham Arnold has invested in him. 


With his celluloid smile and swashbuckling style, 
Henderson looks like he has just stepped off the set of an 
Errol Flynn movie. 


And after four successive Ericsson Cup appearances for the 
Spirit, he's beginning to believe he belongs on centre stage. 


"The fact that Graham Arnold has given me the chance to 
prove myself makes me really proud," says Henderson. 


"There are so many keepers in the squad he could have 
chosen, it gives me a tremendous buzz that | caught his eye." 


Feline reflexes and a fearless streak persuaded Arnold to 
pluck Henderson from humble Sutherland - which is ironically 
the area the coach grew up in and played his junior 
representative soccer for. 


E-mail; contact@northernspirit.com.au ¢ Web site: www.northernspirit.com.au 


2 Ns 


‘ 


A string of acrobatic performances last season * 


saw Henderson anointed the Super League's 
best goalkeeper - which is not bad for a player 
who stepped between the sticks only three 


years ago and has received no specialist tuition. + 


Henderson, who still lives at home, artived at 
the Spirit with the word "apprentice" stamped 
actoss his forehead and he was expected to 
take a back seat while former Sydney United 


keepers Peter Blazincic and John Perosh vied : 


for the top spot. 


But Blazincic's arrival from China, where he had : 


been playing club football, was delayed and 


suddenly Henderson found himself on the : "All three keepers get on well and have become 


threshold ofa breakthrough, 


"He's there on merit," says Arnold. "He hasn't 


had a bad game yet and was superb in Perth, : 


"The other players are confident in him, which is 
crucial, and his bravery and speed off the line 
are real assets for us." 


Far from resting on his laurels, Henderson - 
who one day hopes to play for Australia - is 
busily working on correcting a few weaknesses 
in his game. 

“| want to improve my handling skills so | can 
hold on to more shots, rather than simply party 
them," he explains. 

And he's quick to deflect any suggestions there 


might be any disharmony with the two men he's 
keeping out in the cold, 


> good friends," he says. "But when it comes to 


: business then we mean business. There's only 


even though we lost 2-0. He's been solid ; 


throughout and his distribution is improving all 
the time. 


"Right now he's the main man and it's up to the * 
: stip up.” 


others to try and dislodge him. He's come a long 
way inva short time and playing in front of large 
crowds doesn't faze him one bit. 


room for one keeper and right now I'm thankful 
that it's me, 

"Peter and John probably have mixed feelings 
about me. On one hand they want the Spirit to 
do well, but at the same time they hope I'll 


On current form the pair could be facing a 
long wait. 


NEXT HOME MATCH FRIDAY NOVEMBER 27TH 
7-30PM, AGAINST THE BRISBANE STRIKERS 
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no goals. 


the weight of expectation. 


Consoling words from teammates and ; % 
: him play. But we need the goals to start 


player-coach Graham Arnold have done 


little to ease Zane’s pain - but his self ; “OWMEs 
: doing is excellent." 


belief remains intact. 
"ve been getting in some good 
positions and hitting everything but 


"| know Graham signed me to score 
goals and I'm confident they'll come, 
"But, the longer | go without a goal | 7 


got to relax and keep plugging away." 
The lanky 21-year-old former 
S| Newcastle striker smacked a hat- 


| trick on the first day of the season for the : 


| Breakers in1997 - and could have repeated 
the deed against the Melbourne Knights 
last Friday night at North Sydney Oval. 

"We won 2-1 and | really should have got 
my name on the scoresheet," he concedes. 


{ — got to be more composed in front of goal. 
) "I've rarely had so many chances in a game 
f and it was a big disappointment not to 


convert. We really should! have put the 
: winning a recall," 


game beyond their reach.” 


our games, a litany : 
of missed chances and : 
: target of at least 12 this time around. 


That, so far is Clayton Zane's : 
claim to fame as a Northern : 
Spirit talisman buckling under : 


Pe 
as 


the back of the net," he says. ee 


j 

| the more the pressure builds. I've just f ms 
4® 
, 


"| was pleased with my general play but I've : 


Zane, who scored eight goals for the 
Breakers last season, has set himself a 


"Once the first one goes in it'll be a relief," 
he reflects. "I've just got to keep getting in 
the right positions." 

Arnold says of Zane: “His performance 
against the Knights was the best I've seen 


flowing. Right now, everything else he is 


Zane, who plans to play overseas one 
day soon, knows he needs some 
quick goals to reclaim his place in 
the Olympic team after being 


breaking a camp curfew in June, 
=) He revelled amid the euphoria of a 
‘ y| three-game whitewash of Brazil and 
) craves a recall to the Olyroo fold, 
"| let my hair down after scoring 
three goals during our series against 
Brazil and Raul obviously thought it was 


ry 
| dumped by coach Raul Blanco after 
é : vs 2 ’ 


: serious enough for me to be omitted from 
: the squad,” he added . ‘ee | 
: "| must show him how keen | 
> am to get back into 
: calculations forthe Olympic ee Likes 
: Games," Zane added » WW 
: "| don't enjoy being on the 

- outer and it's crucial | play | 
: well for the Spirit to show | 
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Anew-look national team takes the pitch at the 3 


Spartan Stadium in San Jose, California, 


international which many national league 


Ericsson Cup, 


advice of his employers by restricting his 
selection to a maximum of two 
players per club, thereby 
avoiding the need for 
postponements. Throw in 
the call-up of six overseas- 
based players, and the 
Socceroos will field an ag 
experimental line-up against —_ 
the Americans, with 10 Ss 
uncapped players in the 
squad. But don't rule out a 
Surprise result. “¢ 
Still smarting from the 
criticism he received after the 
recent debacle in the Oceania Nations 


Cup, Blanco has responded wisely. One of the : 
major concerns was that too many: 
opportunities to blood members of the Olympic : 


(under-23) squad were being missed. 


_ That issue has been addressed, with 13 : 
Olyroos sent into battle in San Jose. Some, like : 
Kasey Wehrman, Simon Colosimo and Brett : 
capped at: 


Emerton, have already be 
senior level, 


invaluable opportunity. There is no question 


VVUVURTUTe? UNeuyy 


that in the aftermath of the World Cup failure, 


* preparing our team for Sydney 2000 is the 
tomorrow afternoon (Sydney time) for a friendly - 


game's main priority, Competitive games of this 


> nature fall into that category. 
coaches didn’t want played. The timing and : 
purpose of the match against the United States : 
certainly raises more questions than it answers, : 
but thankfully it will not serve to disrupt the : 


Having failed to qualify for the 
Confederations Cup after the demoralising loss 
to New Zealand, there was little point in 
sending a first-choice Socceroo team away. 


> There was even less point in disrupting the NSL. 
Caretaker coach Raul Blanco heeded the : 


Blanco has made the right choices in his 
selections, and should be congratulated. 
Which is not to say this match is 
a lost-cause. Playing under new 

coach Bruce Arena for the first 
time, the US will also use 
the opportunity to blood a 
number of youngsters. 
The entire American 
squad has been drawn 
from the domestic 
competition, Major League 
Soccer (MLS), and Arena 
has picked only five members 
of the ill-fated expedition to 
France 98. 
Just like the Socceroos, the 
Americans are mapping out a new era. This is a 
match for anyone's taking. And for mine, the 
Socceroos might have an edge, 

With goalkeeper Jason Petkovic, defender 
Tony Popovic, midfielder Josip Skoko and 
striker Mark Viduka, the Australians have a 
solid backbone of reasonable experience, 


Viduka, whose career is set to take’ off with © 
: Glasgow Celtic, holds the key. 
But for the others this match represents an : 


* Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter for The Sydney 


! Morning Herald and a commentator for Optus Vision. 


as. 


a rr ee 


— 


un 


—— 


tite 


the 


Only LATEX bladders provide TOTAL 


—— ee 


Sexy balls. Sexy soccer 


TRA. 


Sexy, yes! 
But it’s what’s on 
inside that counts!! 


—$ 
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Only MITRE’S BALANCED backing system provides 


ball PERFORMANCE and POWER unmatched CONTROL and ACCURACY, 


The official ball supplier to: 


AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS OUTLET, 


Australian Distributors: Australia's Power Brands Pty Ltd, 
PO Box 876, Rosebery, NSW 1445. 
Telephone: (02) 9669 5800, Fax: (02) 9669 5933, 
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= and Robbie Slater celebrate 


then . 


Kresimir Warusic 


E-mail: contact@northernspirit.com.au * Web site; www.northernspirit.com.au 


grabs the Spirit's first g 


NORTH SYDNEY OVAL 
COLOURS: White, red & maroon trim 


FRIDAY November 6, 7.30PM 
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“WOLVES SQUAD 


I) Matthew HORSLEY 
BEA, Michael BROOKS 
Ny) Antony SURJAN 
Mo) Sasho DIMOsKI 
Bi) Kosta SALAPASIDIS. 
BEL) Scott CHIPPERFIELD 
BLED Reymond vounis 


MEE) Noel SPENCER | 
EE) _Saso PETROVSKI 


o_o 
aT 
ry———a—— 
2 


a at " 
{ TA r 
Pek ebsdbai ARS BAG BAL ds eea 


i 
dae Bee TiN Men. 4 


BE Leslie POGLIACOMI 
BED George Souris 
BE Avinceccou 
BED Robert STANTON, 
jee 


i bl 


a 


NORTHERN SPIRIT v WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
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Imagine... 


You arrive home. The remote control on 
your key ring turns on the outdoor lights 
and opens the garage door from the 


comfort of your car. 


You walk inside. The entry, hallway and 
kitchen lights switch on. Chosen 
rooms are already heated, or cooled 
because the air conditioning was 
automatically turned on an hour before 


you got home. 


Centralised Control Panel 


Your pool pump is on. Your garden 


watering system will soon be activated. 


In fact, the only thing Oscar hasn't 
done for you is set the table and pour 


you a drink. 


Using Australian designed technology, 
Oscar provides centralised management 
of lights and accessories in the home 
through one control panel. 

It is also an effective intruder alarm. 


<a Oscar’ 


es 


t was wet, windy and bitterly cold in 

Wollongong last Sunday evening, and to 

make matters worse Graham Arnold got 
lost on his way to the ground. But the trip was 
worth it all the same. 
Arnold, with his injured teammate lan Crook 
along for the ride, travelled to Brandon Park to 
run the rule over tonight's opponents, the 
Wollongong Wolves. Coached by Arnold's 
former Canterbury-Marrickville teammate Nick 
Theodorakapoulos, the Wolves were held to a 
draw at home by improving Adelaide City. 
But as Arnold and Crook headed back into the 
inhospitable night, they knew one thing for 
sure. Wollongong know only one way to play - 
attack - and Northern Spirit will need to tighten 
their defence to make sure they go into the 
weekend with two victories on the trot. 
Indeed, as much as last week's breakthrough 
win against Melbourne Knights was one to 
savour, there was no denying that the goal 
which almost denied the Spirit their first-ever 
home victory emphasised certain defensive 
frailties. 
That Harry Karl's equaliser was almost followed 
by another from Knights' substitute Mijo 
Trupkovic a few minutes later suggests the 
Spirit might have been let off the hook. Given 


their overall domination, however, it would be 
wrong to deny that Daniel Watkins’ wonder- 
goal was any more than the Spirit deserved. 
Arnold knew this, and was able to reflect with 
some pride on a win which lifts the Spirit to the 
edge of the top six after four rounds. But he also 
appreciates that his side needs to stop giving 
away soft goals if it is to develop into a genuine 
championship threat. 

In that context, tonight's match looms as a 
litmus test, Last season Wollongong finished as 
the second highest scorers in the competition. 
This season they have had a slow start, and 
have not been scoring as freely. 

But the Wolves continue to adopt an attacking 
philosophy - sometimes playing with three 
strikers - and if the likes of Kosta Salapasidis, 
Scott Chipperfield and Michael Brooks can 
begin to find their scoring boots, then the 
drought could quickly turn into a flood. 

The Spirit, of course, will hope that doesn't 
happen for at least another week. Yet there 
are no guarantees, And it comes as no 
surprise to learn that Arnold has devoted a lot 
of his time this week to working on the Spirit's 
defensive line. 

Sadly, that line does not include Crook, who had 
a knee operation last week and will be out of 
action for another three months. His loss 
remains a huge blow, softened in part by the 
recruitment of Socceroo utility Robbie Enes. But 
this week's achilles injury suffered by flanker 
Troy Cranney further complicates the equation. 
At least at the other end of the park, things are 
slowly but surely coming together. The travesty 
is that Clayton Zane, who produced one of his 
best performances in years 
against the Knights, is still 
waiting to get off the mark. But 
if big ‘Clacka' continues to play 
like he did last week, then the 
goals will begin to flow, and his 
international career may well 


be resurrected. 

*Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter 
for The Sydney Morning Herald and a 
commentator for Optus Vision. 


E-mail: contact@northernspirit.com.au © Web site: www.northernspirit.com.au 
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Now when you become a member of 
NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB, 
you also become a member of 
THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB at West Tweed Heads! 


and join the 60,000 members who reap the benefits of membership: 


© TOP ENTERTAINMENT 
© RESTAURANTS 
© SPORTING FACILITIES 


© MEMBERS’ DISCOUNTS 
© POKIE PROMOTIONS 
© BARS AND LOTS MORE 


lole 


NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB 
12 Abbott Street, Cammeray 
PHONE; (02) 9466 8888 


UPCOMING ENTERTAINMENT 


THE DRIFTERS - 

Direct from the USA 

MENTAL AS ANYTHING - 

Still thrilling audiences after two decades 
BAD GIRLS AUSTRALIA - 

When they're good they're very good, when 
they're bad they're sensational 


: ELTON JACK - 


Crocodile rocking in concert 


THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB 
Gollan Dr, West Tweed Heads 
PHONE; (07) 5536 3433 


ARNOLD’S 
CONTENT WITH 
LIFE FOR NOW. 


What a difference a : 


fortnight makes. 
In the Northern Spirit : 
media guide, when asked : 


= to log his ambition in 


football, Graham Arnold 
replied: "To stay fit and 
enjoy my final years." 
After the first two 
matches of the season, 
Arnie had to contend with : 
three players being sent : 
'__ Offand an injury crisis, He, 


too was sidelined with a : 
: their love of riding waves. Luke Casserly and 
: Phil Moss are both keen surfers and they have 
: been trying to drag Clayton Zane out to the 
: waves to teach him the finer points. 

and things were a lot rosier in the Arnold = 


neck injury and was in grave doubt for the 
Carlton match, 


Arnold's neck has improved, the boys 


defeated both Carlton and Melbourne Knights 


houseliold this week, 
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Melbourne Knights, Arnold was asked by .a 


journalist to comment on the crowd and the 


effect it was having on his players. 

"Can you hear the crowd when you are out 
there?” the scribe asked, 

“| may be getting old and going blind but I’m 
not deaf," was his swift answer, before 
explaining the huge lift his players get from the 


public's support. 


Poor old lan Crook is having fun settling tito 
Australia and the little subtleties between the 
English culture and the "Aussie way". 

Besides trying to figure out what the big 


of a run in with a silent cop while driving to the 
physiotherapist last week and his new car came 
off second best. 

Not knowing what the silent cops were made 


* of, or their purpose for that matter, he ran straight 


over the top of one and popped a back tyre in his car. 
No big deal you say. Well it is if you're nursing a 
knee injury and can't bend over to change the tyre. 
Crook’s untimely knee injury has put a stop to his 
: on-field appearances but it has also put paid to his 
chances of beginning a career as a surfer. 
Crooky was so impressed with Manly Beach when 


Northern Spirit spent a day on the sand fora training 
: session, he had visions of talking up the sport. 


In the end he decided it was better left to his son 


: Sean, who has since enrolled in the Manly Surf 
- School - leaving Crooky marooned on the beach. At 


sees he can get a si alt that way. 


a ‘Moving to the Sani ‘Beaches has also 


allowed several players to take up or continue 


Since moving into the area, Clayton has spent 


_ many hours at Manly Beach but has yet been 
: convinced to shoot the curl. 
After last Friday night's Victory over : 


Chances are there is more hope of getting 


: Clacker wet than Robbie Slater who has told his 
: teammates he was a "surfie” down Cronulla 
: way when he was a youngster. We'll keep you 
: ‘Maes of their progress, 


Cayton zane showed he bas a create regal 


: than that of goalkeeper Paul Henderson when 


the pair clashed last week in a celebrity boxing 


: bout at Manly Leagues Club. 


Zane went toe-to-toe with 
Henderson in a strikers v 


: goalkeepers match-up with Phil 
+ Moss and Chi Chi Mendez in 
: their corners, 

orange hot thingin the sky is, he hada little bit ; 


While Zane won by a 


: knockout, word is it had more to 
* do with acting ability than 
: boxing skills - but I’m sure 
: Clayton will agree to disagree. 


ZANE BY KNOCKOUT 
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SYDNEY SHOWROOMS 
¢ Campbelltown: (02) 4627 1844 
* Collaroy: 9971 6324 
¢ Drummoyne: 9719 8011 
# Maroubra; 9344 7022 
¢ Northbridge: 9958 6707 
¢ Parramatta: 9683 6066 
% Penrith: (02) 4721 0622 
# Punchbowl: 9759 6144 
@ Taren Point; 9524 5666 
4 Turramurra: 9988 3855 


LIVERPOOL 
OPENING EARLY 1999! 


REGIONAL SHOWROOMS 
Canberra: (02) 6280 6080 
@ Central Coast: (02) 4365 1948 
Maitland: (02) 4934 5833 
# Orange: (02) 6361 9366 
% Wollongong: (02) 4225 9144 


COMMERCIAL DIVISION 
# Lidcombe: 9737 9300 


X% 


Expect the Best! 


® TILECRAFT 
CERAMICS 


E-mail: marketing@tilecraft.com.au 


Tilecraft Ceramics offers a 
comprehensive range of 
exclusive ceramic tiles from 
around the world. 


Wall and floor tiles, 
terracotta, porcelain, 
exclusive hand painted 
borders and feature tiles 
come together under one 
roof, together with an 


unparalleled range of tools, 


adhesives and sealers. 


Tilecraft’s Highly trained 
showroom staff can assist 
you in colour 
co-ordination, product 
knowledge and technical 
and fixing advice. 


www.tilecraft.com.au 


Ericsson Cup table: 
Perth Glory 

Sydney Olympic 
Marconi Fairfield 
South Melbourne 
Brisbane Strikers 
Carlton 

Gippsland Falcons 
Northern Spirit 
Adelaide Sharks 
Sydney United 
Adelaide City 
Newcastle Breakers 
Wollongong Wolves 
Melbourne Knights 
Canberra Cosmos 


Youth League Table 
Northern Division: 
Newcastle Breakers 
QAS 

Northern Spirit 
Marconi Fairfield 
Sydney Olympic 

Ais 

Northern Spirit Colts 
Sydney United 
Wollongong Wolves 
Marconi Fairfield Colts 
ACTAS 

Sydney Olympic Academy 
Wollongong Wolves Colts 
Sydney United Colts 
NSWIS 


ERICSSON CUP RESULTS LINE 1900:123/035 CALLS COST 75¢ P/M, PAYPHONES & MOBILES HIGHER COST. 
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Ericsson Cup 
Round 4 Results 


a RRR EEE EERE HERRERO HERE EEE EEE EH HERE EEE HEHEHE EERE HEHE RHEE EEO E EHH HOE REE EES 


HA on Lf we fl fF anal ifl 


N 
So 
BON IWW WIP RIAN NO BIR 


MN 


: © Northern Spirit 2 (Kresimir Marusic 26 min, Daniel Watkins 
83 min) def Melbourne Knights 1 (H Karl 75 min). Venue: 
North Sydney Oval, Crowd: 13,654. 


* © Gippsland Falcons 2 (A Thompson 54 min, W Hastie 61 
min) def Newcastle Breakers 1 () Buonavoglia 77 min). 
Venue: Topper Stadium. Crowd: 3,496. 


:* Marconi Fairfield 5 (F Awaritefe 51 min, D Longo 55 min, 
B Maloney 58 min, 73 min, P Kim pen 67 min) def South 
Melbourne 3 (G Lozanovski 23 min, T Baser 33 min, 80 
min), Red Cards: S Panopoulos (Sth Melb 58 min), G 
Lozanovski (Sth Melb 64 min). Venue: Marconi Stadium. 
Crowd: 3,204, 

+ Brisbane Strikers 1 (A Harper 51 min) def Carlton o. 
Venue: Suncorp Stadium, Crowd: 4,313. 

: © Sydney Olympic 5 (N Tome 4 min, 30 min, P Cardozo 13 
min, B Emerton 81 min, N Carle 88 min) def Canberra 
Cosmos 0. Venue: Belmore Sports Ground, Crowd: 5,493. 

+¢ Perth Glory 3 (T Halpin 4 min, 49 min, | Markovski 14 
min) def Sydney United 4 (M Sterjovski 42 min). Venue: 
Perth Oval. Crowd: 16,738. 

= Wollongong Wolves 1 (A Ceccoli 20 min) drew with 
Adelaide City 1 (D Mori 31 min). Venue: Brandon Park. 
Crowd: 5,168. 


* © BYE: Adelaide Sharks 
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Wy 
LEADING GOALSCORERS: a 
¢5-Brad Maloney (Marconi) © 4-Damian Mori (Adelaide City) vd 
* 4:Vaughan Coveny (South Melbourne) ea 
NORTHERN SPIRIT GOALSCORERS: 

* 2-Mark Rudan ® 1-Kresimir Marusic * 1-Daniel Watkins = 


‘ MEET THE PLAYERS DAY 
= Venue: North Sydney Oval No 2 
: Date: Sunday, November 22 Time: 11am | 
+ Supporters’ Club BBQ, raffle winners 

* announced so come along and get the 
: Spirit stars’ autograph and also have 

* your photo taken with the players. 


Increase 
productivity 
and 
profitability 
for your 


home business 


The Incredible PC. 


Built by Incredible 


Home Office Sales 


and Rental to satisfy the home computer 


user. With packages that offer incredible 


value and backed by Incredible Home Office 


Sales and Rental’s service and reliability, 


you'll find it an Incredible PC too. 


with Incredible 


value PC 
packages 


a 


4 George Place, Artarmon, NSW 2064. Tel (02) 9427 rer Bte*, Fax (02) 9418 3399. 


YOUNG GUNS ON A ROLL 


ile Graham Amold, Robbie Slater and co have 

been striving to lift Northern Spirit to the next level 
of Australian sport, there is a dedicated group of kids 
battling to ensure it can stay there in the years to come. 
The Northern Spirit Youth and Colts teams have been 
showing some tremendous form in the National Youth 
League Norther Division with the Youth side sitting in 
the top four and the Colts not far behind them. 
Both sides have some pretty talented youngsters and 
significantly, they also contain a large representation 
of local kids. 
They are kids who have grown up playing in the 
Manly Warringah, Ku-ring-gai and Gladesville 
/Horsby Associations and represent the future of 
Northern Spirit. 
After four rounds of the season, the Youth team, 
coached by former Socceroo and Manly Warringah 
junior Gary Van Egmond, has won three matches - 
losing only to the highly rated Australian Institute of 
Sport team. 
Victories over Sydney Olympic (2-1) and Sydney 
United Colts (4-2) were offset by a 5-1 defeat at the 
hands of the AIS, but they jumped back on track with 
a solid 1-0 win over the NSW Institute of Sport at 
Cromer Park last Saturday. 
Wingback Matthew Langdon followed fellow 
Northern Spirit apprentice Daniel Watkins in scoring 
the winning goal with a telling strike in the 54th 
minute. 
Fellow senior players Phil Moss, Paul Wearne, Nick 
Purdue and James Stubbs-Mills joined Langdon, who 
isa member of the Northern Spirit senior squad as an 
apprentice, in the match. 
It is through the link with the seniors that Spirit 
officials hope to see the Youth and Colts squads 
reach the next level. 
“What Im hoping is that everything | teach the older 
guys filters down into the junior ranks because they 
are the future of this club," said coach Arnold. 
"In five years time guys like myself, Robbie Slater 
and lan Crook will have retired and it will be up to the 
young kids to continue the tradition of the club. We 
must look after them." 
The men in charge of managing the destiny of the 
young players are Van Egmond (Youth coach) and 
lan Rudgley (Colts coach). 
Van Egmond said: "I have some very talented players 
and we have the senior players coming in every week 
when the rules say they can. 


| “This gives them exposure to the next level of player 
and that can only help. 

"Unfortunately it can make it a little difficult because 
we play with players who do not train with the squad 
and sometimes we do not know who they are until 
the day before. It’s not ideal but the positives 
outweigh the negatives." 

Rudgley too, has his squad playing some good 
football. 

A draw with Sydney Olympic Colts (1-1) was followed 
by a strong 7-0 win over the Wollongong Wolves and 
a bye before they fell 3-0 to National Youth League 
leaders Newcastle Breakers last Friday night. 

The Colts got off to a terrible start, conceding a goal 
after just 25 seconds but showed considerable 
promise to restrict Newcastle to three goals after it 
scored goals in the opening three rounds. 
Tomorrow, the Youth team takes on Wollongong 
Wolves at Cromer Park at 4pm and the Colts clash 
with Marconi Fairfield at Christie Park, also at 4pm. 
Get along and catch a glimpse of the youngsters who 
will be plying their trade in the Ericsson Cup in the 
vara to to come. 


YOUTH TEAM: Antonio Faria, Elvis Olic, lan 
Kebblewhite, Michael Cavallaro, Tyronne Lara, Adam 
Griffiths, Adam Anderson, Jack Sobczyk, Paul 
Condelori, Brett Murray, Simon Miller. COACH: Gary 
| Van Egmond. 


| COLTS TEAM: Owen Rogers, Like Gray, Pascall 
Julliard, Daniel Cunningham, Todd Macrae, Shawn 
White, Ryan Griffiths, Paul Johnson, John Turco, 
Nathaniol George, Shannon King, David Anderson, 
Nathan Foli, Jain Chruch, Andrew Zammit, Matthew 
Sutton, Colin Walker, Adam Monteleone, Michael 
Prentice, Matthew Stanley. COACH: lan Rudgley. 


RESULTS - YOUTH LEAGUE 
NORTHERN DIVISION: 
Newcastle 3 def Northern Spirit 
Colts o, Northern Spirit 1 def 
NSWIS o, Sydney United 2 
def Sydney United Colts 1, 
Marconi 2 def Sydney Olympic 
Academy o, Sydney Olympic 5 
def Academy Of Sport o, 
Wollongong 2 def Marconi Colts 
0, QAS 2 def AIS 1, 


E-mail: contact@northernspirit.com.au © Web site: www.northernspirit.com.au 
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